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were consulted about the Occasional Bill, and agreed to it,
for what reasons I cannot learn; that which is offered not
satisfying me, that they were afraid of worse.1 I believe
they expected an entire change of Ministry and measures,
and a new Parliament, by which it might be repealed, and
have instead some law to their advantage. The Duke of
Marlborough's removal has passed very silently : Jibe par-
ticular reasons for it I must tell your Grace . ..somejjjther
time: * but how it will pass abroad I cannot answer. People
on both sides conclude from it, that the peace is certain ;
but the conclusion is ill drawn: the thing would have been
done, although we had been sure of continuing the7 war.
^We are terribly afraid of Prince Eugene's coming, and
; therefore it was put off until the resolutions were taken,
Before he came out of his yacht, he asked how many Lords
were made. He was a quarter of an hour with the Queen, on
Sunday about seven at night.3 The great men resolve to
entertain him in their turns; and we suppose it will all end
in a journey of pleasure. We are so confidently told of the
^ Duke of Somerset's being out, that I writ so to the Dean
of St. Patrick's. A man of quality told me he had it from
my Lord Keeper, whom I asked next day, and found it a
mistake; but it is impossible to fence against all lies; how-
ever, it Is still expected that the Duke will be out, and that
many other removes will be made.

Lord Ranelagh died on Sunday morning: he was very
poor and needy, and could hardly support himself for want
of a pension, which used to be paid him, and which his
friends solicited as a thing of perfect charity. He died

1  Supra, p. 310.

2  On 31 December Marlborough had been dismissed from all his
/     employments by Queen Anne in so offensive a letter that despite his

dispassionate disposition Marlborough threw it into the fire. In
writing to Stella, Swift says, "The Queen and Lord Treasurer mortally
hate the Duke and to that he owes his fall. ... I do not love to
see personal resentment mix with public afiairs" ("Prose Works," ii,

3 Prince Eugene of Savoy, who was sent by the Emperor to the
English Court to prevent a peace on the terms proposed, had origin-
ally intended to come to England early in December. In the opinion
of Lord Stanhope (op. tit, p. 510) the Prince's arrival at that time
might have produced a strong effect, but before he landed the crisis
was over, Marlborough, whom he desired to befriend, had been dis-
carded, and the majority in the House of Lords on which he reckoned
had been overwhelmed.e Ministry.h, as
